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Lubbock ISD 
Every Child Every Day 

 

College and Career Ready Generation magazine! 
 

More than ever, students who want to succeed in life need to 
connect to a career and complete an institution of higher 
learning such as a technical program, community or junior 

college, college, or university.  Middle school provides 
students opportunities and lifelong engagement into 

exploration of college and career planning. Aptitude and 
interest assessments are used to build self-awareness by 
including the educational and occupational requirements for 

successful career planning.   

 

This guide will help you learn about the ABCs of college and 

career readiness: 

 

A – Academic Ready 

B – Budget Ready  

C – Career Ready  

 

Use this guide to learn more about good choices for learning 

and planning for college and career for parents, students, and 

educators in grades sixth through eighth.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Stacy Caviel-Watson 

Lubbock ISD College/Career Readiness Specialist 

 
Dr. Berhl Robertson, Jr.  
Superintendent 

 
Dr. Theresa Williams 
Deputy Superintendent 

 

Dr. Dorthery West          
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction 
 

Mrs. Charlotte Sessom 
Director of Counseling & College/Career Readiness 
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    Academic success in middle school sets the  

stage for high school, college, career, and life. 

Make middle school count every day. 

 

What can I do between now and high school 

graduation to best prepare me for education 

and life after high school? 

 

Middle School Counts 
Middle school is a time of new challenges. 
Students are not only expected to advance in 

math, language arts, social studies, science, 
a foreign language and the arts, but also they 

need to make smart choices and become 
more responsible for their future. 
 

Make middle school 
count every day. It is 

the training ground for 
the challenges ahead in 
high school and college. 

Here are a few things 
you can do in middle 

school to get started on a 
successful path to your 
future career: 

 
Attendance Counts 

To succeed in school and get good grades, 
you must be in school every day.  Good 
attendance habits include getting to school 

and classes on time. Attendance is about 
dependability — something that future 

employers take very seriously! 
 
If you miss school due to an illness or other, 

it is your responsibility to follow up with 
your teacher about any class assignments 

missed. 
 
Attendance is the #1 school success factor! 

 

Basic Skills Count 

The 21st century is an increasingly diverse, 

globalized, complex, and multimedia-

saturated society.  Basic skills like reading, 

writing, oral communication, using 
technology, working in collaborative groups, 

critical thinking, curiosity, imagination, and 
problem solving are some of the 
fundamental skills people need to learn to 

have a successful future education and 
career in the new international economy.   

 
Your generation, unlike your parents’, will 
work in a global community, where things 

can be made and work can 
be done almost anywhere 

in the world due to 
technology, thus making 
the job market more 

competitive.  Workers 
will need to be better 

educated to compete with 
other people around the 
world.   

 
21st century skills are important for global 

achievement. 

 

Extracurricular Activities Count   

When admissions officers or employers 
review a person’s application, 
extracurricular activities—sports, music, 

clubs—it gives them a glimpse into the 
person’s character. Especially since 

extracurricular activities require skills that 
are not necessarily learn in class like 
teamwork, leadership, and responsibility.  

These real-world skills enhance character 
traits. The stronger your character, the more 

attractive you are as prospective candidate 
for scholarships, colleges, jobs, and more. 

 
The more interests you have, the broader your 

prospective.  Extracurricular activities can help 

strengthen your character. 

http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/character.shtml
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T aking the Right Course for College 
St arts in Middle School 

 

Research shows that students who take 

algebra and geometry early (by the end 

of the eighth and ninth grades) are more 

likely to go to college.  By taking 

algebra in middle school, students can 
take advantage of advanced math and 

science courses.  Also students should 

take advantage of Pre-Advanced 

Placement courses and 3-4 years of 

foreign language. 

Grades Count: 

Many people 
know that high 
school classes, 

grades, and 
tests count for 

college 
admissions.  
However, 

many people 
fail to realize 

that college 
success is built on the knowledge and skills 
in earlier grades.  One of the most important 

things you can do as a middle school student 
to prepare for college is to sign up for the 

challenging courses and work hard to pass 
them.   
 

Grades in middle school can affect your 
future career path.  Grades are one of the 

few ways scholarship committees, colleges, 
employers, and others in positions of 
influence can impartially measure 

performance. 
 

Talk to your teachers about ways to improve 
your grades. Waiting until high school can 
be too late.  

 
There is no substitute for challenging classes and 

working hard.  

 

Homework Counts:   

Homework may seem like an annoyance, 
especially when there are so many other 
things to do, like athletic practice, music 

lessons, etc. Yet doing homework is one of 
the responsibilities of every student.  

 
Make homework a top priority. Do not put 
off assignments until the next day or the 

weekend. Practice setting aside a specific 
time of day just for completing your school 

assignments or studying for a test—maybe 
as soon as you get home or right after 
dinner. 

 
Homework is a great way to show that you 

can get things done without supervision. So 

get into the habit of doing your homework 

and finishing it on time. 
 

When you are a part of the working world, many 

work-related responsibilities will seem no 

different from homework. 

 

Study Habits Count:  

Not only do good study habits lead to good 

grades, they provide the foundation for a 
lifetime of learning. After all, learning does 
not stop after high school or college. 

 
A good way to improve study habits is to 

figure out how you learn best. For example, 
if you are a visual learner, flash cards may 
help you study more effectively; or if you 

are an auditory learner, it may help you to 
read assignments aloud. Understanding how 

you learn will make it easier for you to 
absorb new information. 
 

As a student, ask for help when you are 
struggling in school.  Go to your teacher 

first.  You can also talk to your counselor, 
request tutoring, or even get homework 
advice from a friend.  

 
Good study habits are beneficial long after school 

years end. 

 

Reading Counts:   

Reading is a great way to increase 
vocabulary, reading comprehension, reading 
speed, and verbal, writing and critical 

thinking skills.  It can also raise one’s test 
scores. 

 
Reading for fun allows you to study topics 
that interest you that are not taught in the 

classroom—perhaps skateboarding or 
gaming.  As a student, you can research and 

learn new knowledge on different topics. 
 
 Reading exposes you to new learning 

opportunities, new hobbies, and potential careers. 

 

 Parents, get involved in choosing your 

child’s schedule and make sure that they 

take challenging, college bound course 

like Algebra I.   
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Texas Education Agency Graduation 
Program Overview 

 
Foundation High School Program  

A new, more flexible graduation program that allows students to pursue their interests 

will be in place for all students who enter high school, beginning in the 2014-2015 
school year.  

 

The program contains up to four parts:  
• A 22-credit foundation program which is the core of the new Texas high school diploma  
• Five endorsement* options that allow students to focus on a related series of courses 

• A higher performance category called Distinguished Level of Achievement  
• Performance Acknowledgments that note outstanding achievement  

 

The Foundation requirements (22 credits) include:  
English (4 credits)    • English I   • English II   • English III   • An advanced English course 
 
Mathematics (3 credits)    • Algebra I   • Geometry   • An advanced math course  

 
Science (3 credits)    • Biology   • Integrated Physics & Chemistry or an advanced science course 

                  • An advanced science course  
 

Social Studies (3 credits)    • World History or World Geography   • U.S. History 
                                               • U.S. Government (one-half credit)   • Economics (one-half credit)  
 
Languages Other Than English (2 credits) • 2 credits in the same world language or • 2 credits 

from Computer Science (pending state approval)  
 

Physical Education (1 credit)             Fine Arts (1 credit)    Electives (5 credits)  
 

Speech: Demonstrated proficiency  

 

Endorsements Total credits with endorsements - 26  
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 

Business Industry 

Public Services 

Arts and Humanities 

Multi-Disciplinary Studies 
 

Endorsement options vary from campus to campus 

Enhancements  

Additionally, a student may earn the Distinguished Level of Achievement and/or a 

Performance Acknowledgment for outstanding performance. The Distinguished Level 
of Achievement must be earned to be admitted to a Texas public university under the 

Top 10 percent automatic admission law.  

 

Distinguished Level of Achievement   Performance Acknowledgments 

• Foundation Program requirements   • dual credit course  
• 4 credits in math including Algebra II   • bilingualism and biliteracy  

• 4 credits in science    • PSAT, ACT’s Plan, SAT or ACT  

• at least 1 endorsement  • Advanced Placement or   

   International Baccalaureate exam  

• earning a nationally or 
internationally recognized business 

or industry certification or license 

In addition to the endorsement(s) a 
student earns, remember the tougher 
the courses and the higher your 

GPA, the more options you will 
have after high school. 

 

High School Diploma 
 

High school offers more 
choices and more 

challenges.  The decisions 
students make, the diploma 

they earn, and the classes 
they take will impact what 

college programs they can 
enter and career paths they 

can obtain.  
 
Eighth grade students will 

create a four year high 
school graduation plan that 

outlines their diploma goal 
for high school. They will 

choose which classes to 
take and make sure they 

have enough credits to 
graduate. 
  

In Texas, all students need 
to complete the Foundation 

plus Endorsement High 
School Program—a set of 

courses that provide 
students with a solid 

foundation for college, 
career and life—to 

graduate.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

*Note: A student entering 9th grade must indicate an 

endorsement he or she plans to follow. 
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Mapping Your Grad Plan 
 

Map out your expected diploma courses you need to take and other 
college and a career classes. 

 

Career Pathways 
List three careers, such as civil engineer, or career pathways, such as Architecture and 

Construction. (See LISD Career and Technical Education brochure for help). 
 

   

 

Education Path 
Based on your career interests, determine which education path is necessary for you? 

 

 

 One-year workforce certificate/licensure 

 Associate Degree (2 years) 

 Bachelor’s Degree (4 years)  

 Apprenticeship (varies; often 3-5 years) 

 Master's or Doctorate Degree (2-8 years 
after a bachelor’s) 

 

High School Courses 
One of the best things about high school is the diversity of course selection and more.   Circle the courses that will 

help you reach your college and career goals.  Check the classes you would like to take if you have room in your 

schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

AP English  

Dual-Credit Economics  

Band    

French  

AP Chemistry 

Construction Technology  

World History   

Fashion Design  

Geometry  

Collision Repair 

Culinary Arts  

Engineering Design/Presentation  

Journalism  

Creative Writing  

Spanish 

AP Physics  

German  

Medical Terminology  

Welding 

Cosmetology  

Dual-Credit Psychology  

AP Calculus  

Theater 

Money Matters  

Photography  

US History  

Computer Programming

Other: __________________            Other: _____________________       Other: __________________ 
 

What questions do you have about high school? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What questions do you have about college? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hint: Advanced Placement (AP) and dual-credit classes can help increase your chances of getting into selective 

colleges, but you should also take classes that will help you learn about your future career , such as the course 

listed below. 

 

Hint: If you are not sure, select a four-year bachelor’s degree. 
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Know Thyself! 
Everyone learns differently.  Middle school is the perfect time to identify what kind of learner you 

are and how to improve your learning ability. 
 

Take the quiz below to find out what your learning style is. 
 

Put a check in the box that best describes you.  Never   Sometimes  Always 

1. I need explanations of diagrams, graphs or visual directions .      

2. I prefer to use hands-on models or practice activities in class.      

3. I understand news better in a newspaper than on the radio.       

4. I can tell if sounds match when presented with pairs of sounds.      

5. I enjoy working with my hands or making things.       

6. I prefer information to be written on the white/SMART board.      

7. I follow spoken directions better than written ones.       

8. I remember best by writing things down several times.       

9. I remember things best by picturing them in my head.       
 

Score yourself:  Hardly Ever = 0 points, Sometimes = 3 points, Almost Always = 5 points. 

 
AUDITORY  

Question Points 

 

1 ______ 

 

4 ______ 

  

7 ______ 

 

TOTAL: _____ 

TACTILE  

Question Points  

 

2 ______  

 

5 ______ 

 

8 ______ 

 

TOTAL: _____  

VISUAL  

Question Points 

 

3 ______ 

 

6 ______ 

 

9 ______ 

 

TOTAL: _____ 
 

Auditory learners learn best by 

hearing. Try reading aloud to help 

you study. Sit at the front of the class 

and pay attention.  

 

 

Tactile learners learn best by 

replication or practice. Try making 

models or drawings of concepts to 

help, or try writing things down 
several times. 

 

 

Visual learners learn best when they 

can see graphs, diagrams or the 

written word. Try taking good notes 

when your teacher is talking without 
visuals. 

 

According to your highest points, what is most likely your learning style?  ____________________  

  

Use the information above to maximize your learning in school.   
Strategies that I will use now to help me study better include: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Apply your learning style to the type of classes you select in high school and/or college: 

I can enroll in classes that match my learning style.  For example, if I am a tactile learner, I may enjoy lab, career and technical 

education (CTE) classes, or art classes. If I am an auditory learner, I may like traditional lectures , foreign language, etc.  If I am 

a visual learner, I may like math or computer graphics. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/kind-of-student.shtml
http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/kind-of-student.shtml
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Colleges, scholarship committees, and employers will judge your application based on criteria including your 
advanced course work and GPA.  They are looking for students who challenge themselves and work hard at 
learning.  Advanced courses are an indicator of intellectual drive and curiosity.  Additionally, if you have a high 
GPA, it shows you worked hard in high school and will do the same in college or a job. If you have a low GPA, 
those reviewing your application may think you will not work hard in college or a job.   

 

 GPA Matters 

As a student it is important to learn what a GPA is, why it is important, and how to calculate it.  
Also, it is important to understand how advanced/weighted courses influence your GPA. 

 

Beatrice is looking at her grades at the end of her 9th grade (freshman) year.  She is determined to get into 
her favorite college and major in Construction Engineering.  Per her research, she needs to maintain at 
least a GPA of 3.5 or A- in order to get into the Texas Tech University Engineering program.  Help her 
determine her Grade Point Average or GPA.  For each class listed on Beatrice’s grade report, give it 
points per grade using the scale below.  
 
 

GPA Scale 
Grade Points Advanced/Weighted  

A 4 5 

B 3 4 

C 2 3 

D 1 2 

F 0 0 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Total points ______ / total number of classes _____ = _________ (Beatrice’s GPA)  

 

1. What is Beatrice’s GPA equivalence, i.e. – A+? _______________ 

 

2. Is she reaching her GPA goal?  Why or why not _______________________________________________ 

 

3. Many scholarships and employers look for a GPA of 3.0 or higher. Will Beatrice qualify for these scholarships 

or jobs? __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Now calculate your GPA and answer questions 1 to 3 about your grade point average.   

Name of Class Grade Points 

Algebra I A  

World Geography C  

Pre-AP English I (Weighted) B  

Biology A  

Band A  

Spanish I B  

Computer Science C  

AVID B  

GPA Equivalence  

A+ 4.0 

A 3.9 

A- 3.5 

B+ 3.4 

B 3.0 

B- 2.5 

C+ 2.4 

C 2.0 

C- 1.5 

D+ 1.4 

D 1.0 

D- 0.9 

F 0.0 
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      Before your child goes to college, make sure that 

      your family is ready for the financial challenge.   

      Plan now and budget for college. 
 

 

What kind of financial assistance is available 

for college? 
 

Does Education PAY? 

Did you know that a person with a 

bachelor’s degree will earn more than a 

person with a high school diploma?  Over a 

lifetime, it could be over a million dollars 

more.  Those with an advanced college 

degree (master’s, doctorate, etc.) are 

expected to earn even more. Check out the 

chart below. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

2012) 

 

Paying for College   

Going to college cost money.    The cost to 

go to college increases annually, a rate of 

approximately 6.9 percent a year.  

However, the benefits outweigh the cost – 

higher income, more jobs options, and 

benefits.   

 

Despite these college cost increases, you can 

afford college. There are many ways to pay 

for college.  There is an estimated $130 

billion in financial aid (scholarships and 

grants), plus Texas offers 529 savings and 

prepaid tuition plans.  Also, research and 

compare tuition and fees of junior colleges, 

community colleges, public universities, and 

private universities, and out of state 

universities.  This will help you determine 

the appropriate amount of money to save.   

 

Remember it is never too early to think 

about ways to pay for and save for college.  

Explore your options.  You have 8 years or 

more until the money is needed. Getting a 

head start now will allow you 

to take valuable steps to 

ensuring a good future.   

 

Scholarships 

Did you know that there are 

scholarships for middle school 

students?  Study habits, grades, 

extracurricular activities, and 

high school graduation plan 

choices will all contribute to 

your ability to earn college 

scholarships. 

 

Texas Tuition 

Promise Fund 

Lock in tomorrow's college tuition costs at 

Texas public colleges and universities at 

today's prices. The new Texas prepaid 

tuition plan, the Texas 

Tuition Promise Fund, will 

give you an important 

opportunity to prepay and 

save for your child's future 

education. The Texas 

Tuition Promise Fund, managed by OFI 
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 Make a plan to pay for college 

(Try to set aside as much money that 

your family can afford for college) 
 

 “Stash Some Cash” in a College 

Savings plan  

Texas has many college savings 
plans from which to choose.  Do the 

research to find out which plan 
works best for your family.   
 

 Work hard to get good grades and 

graduate with a distinguished high 

school diploma  

Good grades can earn you 

scholarship money and automatic 
admissions to Texas colleges.  Learn 
more at 

http://www.collegefortexans.com 
 

 Senior Year: File the FAFSA by 

the first of March of your senior 

year in high school.  

College…What’s in it for you? 
 

• Earn More Money 
A college degree earns $20,000 more 
each year on average than a high 
school diploma. 

• Higher employment rates 
Unemployment rates for college 
graduates are about half that of high 

school graduates 
• Healthier, fuller life 

College grads are more likely to 
volunteer, vote and see the world. 

They are also less likely to smoke, be 
obese or have low-birth-weight 
babies. 

 

Private Investments, Inc., is open to 

enrollment each year from Sept. 1 through 

Feb. 28 (29 in leap years) and newborns can 

be enrolled from Sept. 1 to July 31.  For 

more information, please visit                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

www.texastuitionpromisefund.com/. 

 

It’s as easy as 5-2-9 

 
The Texas College Savings Plan is a 

qualified 529 savings plan offered through 

the state. Managed by OFI Private 

Investments Inc. (OFIPI), a subsidiary of 

Oppenheimer Funds Inc., the plan offers 20 

different investment portfolios, tax-free 

growth of your investment and tax-free 

withdrawals on earnings used for qualified 

higher education expenses. New 

applications and investments in the plan are 

accepted year-round. 

For more information, go to 

http://www.texastuitionpromisefund.com/. 

 

 
 

 College Savings Tips 

Teens, don’t wait until you’re a senior in 

high school to start thinking about how to 
pay for college.  You can start working on 
earning scholarships, put aside part of your 

birthday and holiday gift money, or ask your 
friends and relatives to contribute directly to 

your college savings account.

http://thriftylittlemom.com/2014/07/31/tips-for-saving-money-on-college/
http://www.collegefortexans.com/
http://www.texastuitionpromisefund.com/
http://www.texascollegesavings.com/
http://www.texastuitionpromisefund.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=money+for+college&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://fatherhood.about.com/cs/fatherhood/a/collegemoney.htm&ei=n7bKVLvGL8uyyATm64KQDA&bvm=bv.84607526,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGF3E4A0LczMeG2LuVESs4H7u9STQ&ust=1422657565580842
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Smart Saving 

 
Kevin is an eighth grader and will be in college in five years. Every day after school he 
stops by Best Deal Supermarket for a snack.  Calculate how much he spends daily, 
weekly, monthly, and yearly.  Lastly see how much he will spend during his four years in 
high school.   

 

Candy bar      $1.25 

Chips       $1.00 

1 Soda        +    $1.50 

 

$____________ per day 

 

      X 5 days 
 

$ ______________ per week 

 

     X 4 weeks  

 

$ _______________ per month 

   

   X 9 months  
 

      $_________________ per year 

  

    X 4 years of high school 
 

$ ________________ per 4 years of high school 
 

 
Ask yourself these questions: 

 Are you surprised about the amount of money you can spend on snacks over four years? 

 What other things do you buy that you could do without? How much money do you think 
you spend each month on those items? 

 How could these purchases become college savings? 

 Are you willing to cut back on those items and save money for 
college? Why or why not?

http://thriftylittlemom.com/2014/07/31/tips-for-saving-money-on-college/
http://www.collegefortexans.com/
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College and Career Lingo 

 

After High School Comes College: 
 

Today, most good jobs require more than a high school diploma.  Most businesses now need 
more employees who can read, write, and communicate well—employees who know how to think 

and solve problems creatively.  

 
Find and circle the words below. Words are horizontal, vertical, and diagonal. 

 

X D C A Y Q B K Z K A S R W K I S N Z C N T S O C Y N E I D 

Z O H U D M O U U J N G N T P N L A N U N S C B M C Q F P I 

S O L L U T K P T R Q J L A N T B K A E C Z C E J L H E W A 

P T U F T F H A Z V W A Y J C E Y S M X J V D Q N P R Q C L 

R A N V S D O G K U Z L A S H R O E T J P P T J Z S Y X S A 

P Z A A K X X C C P C R Z G R N C Q C G V X P B O X M Q X I 

S S L A R F L J A D H C H H C A J N Q H G R Z N C J Z K B C 

M N C V O G O O G L A V X B L T M X B Q F H A L C I O F N N 

E E A A W A D Y G F T E O P O I L S O Q P L G Z L A O S U A 

U L Y O O H P N P Q K S D G R O G G O M A Z A P H B P T O N 

J I Q Y L J C K A M H E C K Y N K Z X N P T R V Y R G L L I 

G K M U C T P X Y S C S R D J A K S D B T D K J H O K T G F 

W I X M G B N G V N P D X I U L S T A X K U R O F H F S L D 

Q J Y V Q M V E A W S I X T T B R I E N T P N C Y N P K R E 

R J L L W N G V D U U X H D U A L C R E D I T C O U R S E S 

T S O K T F D D Q U M H R S N C L C B U S S M R X R T N X A 

U F T W V A U J K L T O O S R C J T Q O Y K U T E I S O U B 

I S G C T H L B P T O S P G G A N X K I A M Q P W W L H R D 

T L E E E Y G O F M F O I R E L L V G A D B J L P M L K D E 

I M N B V O S I A R R K O W S A L O G Q F T D T W L Z W Q E 

O N Q L J T P N X T N F V R U U S O H X H C I J W R I R B N 

N V T U Y U D P A Q S S D D F R O V Q C U O U X Y N X E W K 

A P R Z F B X T U V H B K U A E E L C I S V Z B T Q J R S B 

N V B G O S I D I A L A I C N A N I F D E S A B T I R E M A 

D B M A C O O P W O T Q Z V Q T I I V S B L P F G B M M Y S 

F O R N N D I K B W N Y L Z O E D I A L A I C N A N I F T G 

E D X D O V P W S E D R L D B P U U H T G A E T J K X Y T N 

E A P G C F I K X M A D J J V T Y Q F C K A W Z N J A B W X 

S V N B W M L D G P H D A H L A I Y K V B M T C U B S I W R 

W F M F C K R S S E S Z C W M F C Z R A J E N W G P H J I U 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Placement  Books and Supplies  Dual Credit Courses 

Room and Board  Scholarships and Grants Student Loans 

Tuition and Fees  Work Study    Merit Based Financial Aid 

Financial Aid   Personal and Transportation 

Need Based Financial Aid International Baccalaureate  
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College Financial Aid Basics 
 

 

Word Match Activity: Match the words in the first column with the definitions 
in the second column. 
 

 

__ Personal and Transportation  

     Expenses 

 

__ Student Loans                

  
__ Tuition 

   

__ Scholarships/ Grants   
 

__ Merit Based Financial Aid 

 

__ Work-Study   

 
__ Texas Tuition Promise Fund 

 
__ Texas College Savings Plan       
 

__ FAFSA  
 

__ Dual-Credit 

 

__ International Baccalaureate 

 

__ Advanced Placement 

 

__ Books and Supplies  

 

__ Room and Board 

 

__ Need Based Financial Aid 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Money for students based on talents such as academics or 

leadership. 

 

B. A program that allows students to earn money while attending 

college. 

 

C. The amount students pay for college classes. 

 

D. A “529” Plan in which parents can save money for their student’s 

college education and gain tax advantages. 

 

E. Scholarships or grants based on a special accomplishment 

including good grades , leadership roles, volunteerism, and 

exceling in a sport, music or hobby.  

 

F. Living expenses for a college dorm room and meals on campus. 

 

G. Money students borrow for college that must be repaid with 

interest. Federal loans (from the federal government have a lower 

interest rate then private loans (from private banks or companies). 

 

H. Money for college that is based on financial need that is not repaid. 

Need is usually based on your family’s income. 

 

I. The application for federal, state and college-based financial aid.  

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid by the first of 

March of your senior year in high school. 

 

J. College courses taught in high school, at local colleges, and online 

that provide both high school and college credit. Before signing up 

for a dual-credit course, find out how it will transfer.   

 

K. Living expenses for a college dorm room and meals on campus. 

 

L. A high school program that requires completion of rigorous 

courses across all disciplines, often including foreign languages.  

Not all schools offer this program.  

 

M. College-level courses offered in high school. If you score well on 

AP exams, you may receive college credit. 

 

N. Living expenses for a college including laundry, cell phone 

service, “going out” money; transportation is how you get around, 

i.e. gas to put in the car and maintenance, a plane ride home at 

holiday break time, etc. 

 

O. Texas prepaid tuition plan. 
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     College and Career planning during middle 
  school is the perfect time to explore the 

  kinds of jobs that appeal to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture your perfect life in 10 years and see 

what it takes to support your ideal lifestyle. 

 

Self-Discovery 

Now is a good time for you to start thinking 
about what type of career you might want.  
Even if you are not sure exactly what career 

is the best for you, middle school years are a 
prime opportunity to explore careers, and 

develop your passions in and 
out of school.  Start thinking 
about your likes, dislikes, and 

hobbies, and how they might 
influence your career choices. 

 
To help you reflect on your 
interests and abilities, 

research various careers and 
get career related experiences.  You can also 

talk to a school counselor, parent, family 
member, professionals, teacher, or friend 
about your ideas for the future.  Things to 

consider include:  
 
Interests: What you enjoy doing like playing sports, 

reading books, working with your hands, or hanging 

out with your friends. 

 

Abilities/Skills: The things you do well like writing, 

speaking, listening, singing, building things, or 

solving math problems. 

 

Values: The things that are important to you like 

achievement, family, helping others, or 

independence. 

 

Goals: Something you want to achieve. 

 
With help you can develop a really good 

idea of who you are and where you are 
heading.  
As you dream about your future 

possibilities, do not forget to make an 
education plan. Higher education is 

significantly more important than it was for 

your parents’ generation, especially since 
most future jobs will require some form of 

education beyond high school. You need to 
start thinking about the education level that 
matches your future goals.  For instance, 

will I need a one-year certificate or 
licensure, two-year associate degree, 

workforce credential, apprenticeship, four-
year bachelor’s degree, or even 
a postgraduate degree (after a 

bachelor’s) in order to reach my 
career goal? 

 
Even if you think you are sure 
about what you want to do 

during and after high school, it 
is still a good idea to reevaluate 

your goals and plans and think about your 
interests in more detail.  

 

Career Exploration 

There is no magic formula that can tell you 
what career is right for you.  However, the 
combination of career interest inventory 

survey (career quizzes) and discussion of 
“What I want to do in the future” can help 

narrow your focus.  The earlier you can 
narrow down your focus, the more time you 
have to explore your options and "try them 

on for size." 
 

Don't know where to begin? First, think of 
some things you enjoy doing and then use a 
career exploration tools to find careers that 

match your skills and interest.  These 
interactive resources can help you identify 

jobs or occupations interesting to you.  
These surveys evaluate your personal 
information by looking at values, interest, 

skills, and abilities and the following:  
 

http://www.educationplanner.org/students/career-planning/find-careers/careers.shtml
http://www.educationplanner.org/students/career-planning/find-careers/careers.shtml
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Job Trends  
Texans can increase their potential for 

better jobs and higher salaries after earning 

a college degree.  As Texas grows, our 
state will need many skilled workers to 

meet demand in several hot industries. To 

name a few careers requiring either two- or 

four-year degrees, Texas will need nurses 

and many other health-related workers as 
well as pre-school teachers, automotive 

service techs and mechanics, computer 

support specialists, paralegals and legal 

assistants and real estate sales agents.  

Personality: a person's individual traits, motivational 

drives, needs, and attitudes . 

 

Learning styles: the way you tend to learn best. It 

involves your preferred method of taking in, 

organizing, and making sense of information. 

Learning styles do not tell you about your 

intelligence quotient (IQ) or abilities, but it can help 

us understand why some tasks seem easier for you 

than others.  

 
Furthermore, your school subject choices 
can have an impact on what you study at 

college or university and what careers are 
open to you in the future, so you should ask 

questions. 
 

 Which subjects do 

you enjoy? 

Think about which 

courses make you 

happy or you are more 

likely to make better 

grades in subjects that 

you find interesting.  

 

 Which subjects are you good at? 

If you know what you are good at it can help 

you pick your courses. There might be some 

subjects that you've never studied before.  

 

 Which subjects suit your learning style? 

We all have learning preferences.  For 

instance you may like robotics and 

woodshop, since you like learning with your 

hands; or perhaps you may enjoy English 

and theatre, because you get to talk and 

listen.   

 

 Which subjects will help you in the 

future? 

Do you have an idea of what you’d like to 

do after you finish high school? For 

example, if you want to be a journalist 

subjects like English and writing are going 

to be very useful or if you enjoy 

engineering, math and physic classes will be 

helpful.  

 

Avoid picking subjects because… 

 There isn’t much homework – that may 

change 

 Your friends are taking the class or  you 

may not like the class 

 You think it’s a boy’s subject or a girl’s 

subject – there’s no such thing 

 You like the teacher – the teacher may 

change 

Instead… 

 Speak to your teachers, counselor, and  

family members for ideas about what 

subjects would suit you 

 Find out more information about potential 

subjects you might take. If you can, speak to 

someone who has already taken the subject 

you’re thinking of choosing 

 Make a checklist for each subject 

- note whether it suits your 

learning style, you enjoy it, you’re 

good at it, or it’s going to help 

you in the future.  

Taking various surveys and 
knowing your preferred learning 

style, skills, and career goals build 
self-awareness and knowledge for 

successful career planning.   
 

CTE●ATC 

As a future high school student, you can 

further explore your career ambitions 

through a wide range of career options 

available through Lubbock ISD Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) programs 

offered on high school campuses and the 

Byron Martin Advanced Technology Center 

(ATC).  CTE programs can help chart your 

educational pathways and provide an 

engaging, relevant education through high 

school and onto postsecondary education.  

For more information, go to 

/www.edline.net/pages/ATC.  
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Your Career OPTIONS  
 

“College” looks very different than in the past. The important thing to remember is that your postsecondary 

(after high school) education needs to match the type of career you want. 
 

The Option The Requirements Career Examples 

HS Career and Technology Program 
Industry Certification: work readiness 
certification earned during secondary (high 

school) and postsecondary career and 
technical education programs 
 

Tips: Many  junior  and community colleges 
offer students taking CTE classes an 
opportunity to earn free college credit by 

scoring a “B” or higher in specific classes.   

• High school diploma or GED 

• Completion of required CTE classes.  Some 
programs require a certification test 

• Hair Stylist or Nail Technician 

• Administrative Assistant 

• Welder 

Two-year (or Community) College 
Degree: Associate degree (two years) or 

certificate (one year). 
 

Tips: You can start at a community college 
and then transfer to a four-year college to 
save money. 

• High school diploma or GED. 
• Placement tests to determine where you 

should start. 
 

• Automotive Technician 

• Dental Hygienist 

• Information Systems Technician 

 

Four-year College (and Beyond) 
Degree: Bachelor’s degree (four years). After 
that, you are eligible to earn a master’s degree 
(two additional years) or a doctorate degree 

(four or more additional years). 
 

Tips: If you don’t know which career is in 
your future, a four-year degree opens up the 
most options. You can earn college credits in 
high school (through dual-credit or AP 

courses) to save time and money later. 

 

• Foundation plus Endorsement High School 

Program. Many Texas public universities 
now require the Foundation plus 

Endorsement  
• Extracurricular activities. 

• Good grades. Many colleges expect a GPA at 
or above 3.0 (out of 4.0). 

• Tough classes. Advanced Placement (AP), 
International Baccalaureate (IB), or dual-

credit courses look good on your high school 
transcript. 

• SAT and/or ACT scores. Take these college 
admissions tests your junior year so you can 

try again your senior year if you don’t do 
well the first time. 

• The Distinguish Level of Achievement must 
be earned to be admitted to a Texas public 

university under the Top 10 percent 
automatic admission law. 

• Chemist 

• Graphic Designer 

• Medical doctor (doctorate degree) 
• Physical Therapist (master’s degree) 

 

Apprenticeship (On-the-Job Training) 
Credential: Workforce certificate, usually 
recognized by an industry association, and 
sometimes a professional license. 
 

Tips: An apprenticeship is a sweet deal 

because you’ll work (and get paid) while you 
are in classes. It  can take one to four years to 
complete a program. 

• High school diploma. For some careers, a 

Core 40 diploma with 
• Technical Honors will increase your chances 

of getting in. 
• Good grades in math classes, if the career 

uses math (plumber or electrician). 
• You can earn the lowest level of certification 

in some fields while in high school. Ask your 
counselor for details. 

• Cement Mason 

• Electrician 

• HVAC (heating, ventilation and air-
conditioning) Specialist 

 

Military Options 
Credential: Often, an associate or bachelor’s 
degree. 
 

Tips: If you enlist , the military will often pay 
for your college education. You can also 

enroll in an elite military academy such as the 
Naval Academy. While enlisted, you can 
pursue many careers. 
(See far right column). 

 

• Physical fitness. 

• ASVAB scores (Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery) to determine your career 

path within the military. 
• If you’re enrolling in a college during or after 

your time in the military, college 
requirements (see above). 

• Military academies have entrance 
requirements as strict as a prestigious four-

year college, including high GPA and SAT 
or ACT scores and extracurricular activities.  

• Civil Engineer 

• Computer Programmer 
• Environmental Surveyor 

• Financial Analyst 

• Musician 

• Pilot 

 

Proprietary (For-Profit) College 
Degree: Varies. Many offer one- or two-year 

degrees in high demand industries. 
 

Tips: Proprietary colleges are private 
businesses. Some, especially online schools, 
are not accredited. That means an employer 
won’t trust your degree and isn’t likely to hire 

you. Visit  http://www.utexas.edu/world/univ/  
or http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred  to 
find accredited colleges in Texas. Remember 
— if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is! 

• Varies, but most prefer a high school 
diploma. 

• You may also have to take a placement test 
for the school to determine at which level 

you should start. 
 

• Chef 

• Medical Assistant 

• Office Assistant 

• Paralegal 

• Veterinary Assistant 

http://www.utexas.edu/world/univ/
http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred
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Decode Your Future! 
 

Read each statement. If you agree with the statement, select the checkbox. There are no wrong answers.  

    

  1. I like to work on cars  R 

 

  13. I like to help people solve problems S 

  2. I like to do puzzles I 

 

  14. I like to take care of animals R 

  3. I am good at working independently  A 

 

  15. I like solving math problems C 

  4. I like to work in teams S 

 

  16. I like selling things E 

  5. I set goals for myself E 

 

  17. I enjoy creative writing A 

  6. I like to organize things (room/desks) C 

 

  18. I enjoy science I 

  7. I like to build things R 

 

  19. I like to lead E 

  8. I like to read about art and music A 

 

  20. I like helping people  S 

  9. I like following directions to make things C 
 

  21. I enjoy figuring out how things work I 

  10. I like to influence/persuade people E 

 

  22. I like putting things together R 

  11. I like to do experiments I 
 

  23. I am a creative person A 

  12. I like to teach or train people S 

 

  24. I pay attention to details C 

 

Total             

 

R I A S E C 
 

My RIASEC career codes are: ____ ____ ____.   
Now review the careers and related pathways that match your interest.

(R) Realistic 
You are often good at mechanical or athletic jobs. Good college 
majors for Realistic people are... 

(S) Social 

You like to work with other people, rather than things. Good college 

majors for Social people are... 

 Agriculture 

 Health Assistant 

 Computers 

 Construction 

 Mechanic/Machinist 

 Engineering  

 Food and Hospitality  

Related Pathways 
o Natural Resources 

o Health Services 

o Industrial and Engineering 

Technology 

o Arts and Communication 

 Counseling 

 Nursing 

 Physical Therapy 

 Travel 

 Advertising 

 Public Relations 

 Education 

 

Related Pathways 
o Health Services 

o Public and Human Services 

(I) Investigative 
You like to watch, learn, analyze, and solve problems. Good college 

majors for Investigative people are... 

(E) Enterprising 
You like to work with others and enjoy persuading and performing. 

Good college majors for Enterprising people are... 

 Marine Biology 

 Engineering 

 Chemistry 

 Zoology 

 Medicine/Surgery 

 Consumer Economics 

 Psychology  

Related Pathways 
o Health Services 

o Business 

o Public and Human Services 

o Industrial and Engineering 

Technology  

 Fashion Merchandising 

 Real Estate 

 Marketing/Sales 

 Law 

 Political Science 

 International Trade 

 Banking/Finance 

Related Pathways 
o Business 

o Public and Human Services 

o Arts and Communication 

(A) Artistic 
You like to work in unstructured situations where you can use your 

creativity. Good majors for Artistic people are... 

(C) Conventional 
You are very detail oriented, organized, and like to work with data. 

Good college majors for Conventional people are... 

 Communications 

 Cosmetology 

 Fine and Performing Arts 

 Photography 

 Radio and TV 

 Interior Design 

 Architecture 

Related Pathways 

o Public and Human Services 

o Arts and Communication 

 Accounting 

 Court Reporting 

 Insurance 

 Administration 

 Medical Records 

 Banking 

 Data Processing 

Related Pathways 

o Health Services 

o Business 
o Industrial and Engineering 

Technology 

NOTE: The letters with the highest scores are your RIASEC or 

Interest Code.  Write the top three letters in the blanks to learn 

what your RIASEC career codes are. 
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Get a Reality Check    
 

Directions:  For each box, circle one or more options for lifestyle expenses as directed.  After you select your 
lifestyle choices, add the number of circled points (0-8) for each category and write the answer (sum) under My 

Cost space. Using the Career Chart, find the column that matches your point range and write down the answer in 
the Salary Range  column in the corresponding box below. Next, choose one or more possible occupations  you 
might consider to achieve this salary. 

 

Housing 
(circle one) 

 

Living with relatives/none...…...0 

$425/ mo - Efficiency apt.…..…4 

$610/mo - 1-bedroom apt…...…5 
$1,000/mo - 2-bedroom apt……6 

$1,000/mo - House……...….….6 

 

Utilities 
(circle all that applies)  

 

$10/mo - Phone……….……….1 

$20/mo - Internet……………....2 

$20/mo - Mobile phone………..2 
$30/mo - Cable….….………….3 

$20-60/mo – Water & sewer......3 

$60-180 - Electricity & gas .…..4 

 

Food and Sundries 
(circle one) 

 

$35/wk - Thrifty (eat at home)...3 

$50/wk - Low (home and fast 

food)…………..……………….4 
$60/wk – Moderate (home and 

fine dining)………………….…4 

$72/wk - High (mostly 

restaurants)…………………….5 

Transportation 
(circle one) 

 

Walking/None…………….……0 

$50/mo - Public bus/bike…...….1 

$325/mo - Used auto………...…3 
$465/mo - Basic auto………......5 

$675/mo Average auto…….…...6 

$1485/mo - Luxury auto…….…8  
 

Car cost includes monthly insurance. 

Clothing 

(choose 1 or more, but 
only 1 option from choices 3–6) 

 

$10/mo - Accessories/Shoes......1 

$50–75/mo………….…………2 

$76–125/mo…………….……..2 
$126–250/mo……………….…3 

$250+/mo………………….…..4 

 

Medical and Dental Insurance 

(circle one) 
 

$15/mo - No plan………….......1 

$95/mo - Basic plan (I)………..2 

$210/mo - Premium plan (II)….4 

 
 No insurance means employer pays full 

price for each medical visit or service. 

 Basic insurance may be less from your 

paycheck, but you will pay more per 
visit than premium insurance 

Health & Beauty 

(circle all that applies)   
 

$40/mo - Basics (toiletries, 

etc.)…………………..…….......1  

$65/mo - Gym/sports 

recreation….……………..…….2 
$65/mo - Hair and skin 

services……………….…….….2 

$130/mo - Extras (makeup, 

cologne)………………..……....3 

$200/mo - Luxuries (designer 
brands)........................................4 

 

Entertainment 

(circle all that applies)  
 

$10-50/mo  - Stay home………1 

$75/mo Travel once a week…..2 

$125/mo - Spend money on 

concert tickets, short out-of-town 
trips, and other items that cost 

more than a night on the town...3 

$300/mo - Longer vacations and 

premium adventures that might 

require hotel and travel  
expenses ……………………...3 

Savings per Check 

(circle one) 
 

2%...............................................1 

5%...............................................2 

7%...............................................2 

10%.............................................3 
 
Learn to save for your future and life’s 

unexpected or emergencies 

Student Loan 

(circle one) 
 

Certificate………...…………....1 

Associates………………....…...2 

Bachelor's………………….......2 

Master's……………………......3 
Professional………………...….5 

 

Miscellaneous 

(circle all that applies)  
 

$50 – 200/mo Small purchases...1 

$150-500/mo - Pet care…….…..2 

$300 - $2000/mo - Vacation 

(aside from the cost of booking 
hotels and travel)….…..…….….3 

$500-5000/mo – Electronics…...4 

$1000-10000/mo - Home 

furnishings (decorations, sheets, 

tables, etc.)…………………….5 

My Costs 

Salary Range 

(See Career Chart) 

Possible occupations 

for my chosen lifestyle 

(See Career Chart) 

Career Chart 

29 or less pts. 
$30-40K 

30-39 pts. 
$41-50K 

40-49 
$51-60K 

50-59 pts. 
$61-79K 

 

60-69 pts. 
$71-80K` 

 

70-79 pts. 
$81-90K 

 

80-89 pts. 
$91-100K 

 

90 or more pts. 
1001K+ 

Bank Teller 
HS 

Mechanic 

TX M&O 

Certification/AS 

Accountant and 

Auditor 

BS/MS 

Electrical Engineer 
BS 

Architect 
MS 

Physical Therapist 
MS 

Judge 
BS-Law Degree 

Pharmacist  
PharmD 

Receptionist 

HS 

Licensed Practical & 
Licensed Vocational 

Nurse (LPN & LVN) 

Paralegal 

EMT Certification 

Graphic Designer 

BS 

Professor 

PhD 

Civil Engineer 

MS 

Software 
Developer 

BS, MS 

Dentist 

DD 

Hair Stylist 

TX license 

P lumber 
Apprenticeship and 

certification 

Teacher 

BS 

Speech Therapist 

MS 

CEO 
Bachelor’s to 

Doctorate 

Psychologist 

MA 

Petroleum 
Engineer 

BS, MS 

Doctor/Surgeon 

MD 

Chef 

Culinary School 

Electrician 

Certification 

Nurse 

RN, BSN 

Firefighter 

Certification 

Urban Planner 

BS, MS 

Mining/Geological 

Engineer 

BS, MS 

Geoscientist 

MS 

Lawyer 

JD 
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College and Career Matching  
 

Match students’ interests and skills with the best fit career.  Then draw a line from each career to 

the type of education, year(s) of post high school graduation, academic preparation, and training 

for each job.   

      

        
 

      
  

     
 

What about you? 

What are your 
interests? 

What are your skills? What is a good 
career for you? 

What education level 
will you need for your 
career goal? 

Cullen’s favorite 
subject is 

science.  He 
volunteers at the 

animal shelter as 
often as he can.  

 

Ashley is an avid 

reader and 
enjoys helping 

her classmates 
during class. 

 

Taylor’s favorite 
clinical rotation is 

at the dentist 
office.  She is 
very curious 

about teeth and 

gum health. 

Stephen often 
helps his father 

build things 

around the 
house using his 

good math skills. 

 
Four-year college 
degree (Bachelor’s 
degree) plus 
teacher’s license 

 
One-year 

apprenticeship 

Dental Hygienist 

English Teacher 

Veterinarian 

Carpenter 

 
Eight years in 

college (Doctorate 
in Veterinary 

Medicine, DVM) 

 
Two-year college 

degree 
(Associate degree) 
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6th GRADE CHECKLIST 

Each year review and check off your College and Career Ready Goals 

Academic Ready Budget Ready Career Ready 

Students 

Meet achievement Level III of the 
academic STAAR standards for 6th 
grade Reading and Math.  

Compare the cost and benefits of using 
credit at www.handsonbanking.org/en. 

Select five careers that interest you at 
www.kids.gov/. 

Ask a counselor and look for 
resources for study tips at 

www.howtostudy.org/. 

Participate in extracurricular or service 
activities to boost your scholarship 

opportunities. 

Build on your resume by writing down 
new special achievements. 

careerkids.com/resumeSSL.php. 

Commit to doing your best in 
schoolwork.  This will open up more 

college options and thousands of 
dollars in financial aid. 

Enter and/or apply for at least one 
scholarship contest in your age at 

www.finaid.org/scholarships/age13.phtml 
or www.homeworkspot.com. 

 

Talk with your teacher, counselor, 
librarian, etc. about their jobs and 

write down education level required 
for each job. 

Parents 

Help your child improve their study 
habits by keeping a weekly 

assignment journal. 

Contribute to a tax-free 529 Savings Plan 
or Promise Plan. 

Help your child find out about their 
career interest at 

www.achievetexas.org/. 

Identify academic areas where your 

child needs help and create action 
steps for improvement. 

Read or reread “Saving Early = Saving 

Smart!” at                          
StudentAid.gov /resources#saving-early. 

Help your child research which high 

school or special program will most 
benefit their career interest. 
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7th GRADE CHECKLIST 

Each year review and check off your College and Career Ready Goals 

Academic Ready Budget Ready Career Ready 

Students 

Meet achievement Level III of the 
academic STAAR standards for 7th 
grade Reading, Math and Writing. 

Understand your college options: two- 
or four-year college, technical school, 
an apprenticeship, or military options. 

Take a college and career readiness 
assessment at www.bridges.com 

Develop strong study habits and take 
good notes.  Get more ideas at 

www.howtostudy.org/.  

Learn the importance of interest rates 
and how it affects your college savings: 

www.handsonbanking.org/en/. 

Get involved in school- or community-
based activities that let you explore 
your interests and learn new things. 

Do your best in school and on 
standardized tests. If you are struggling 

ask for help from a teacher, mentor, or 
tutor. 

Learn how to make informed decisions 
about finances, credit and money 

management, budgeting, savings, and 
more at www.yourgocenter.com/. 

 

Job-shadow a family member or 
another career professional in your 

community for a day, discover which 
careers you enjoy.  

Parents 

Stay in contact with your child’s 

teachers and counselor so that they can 
let you know about any changes in 
your child’s behavior or schoolwork. 

Use FAFSA4CASTER at 

www.yourgocenter.com/finaid.html to 
find out how much federal student aid 
your child might receive. 

Talk to your child about their interest 

and help them match interest with 
college majors and careers. 

Check your child’s homework and 
follow their progress in school and 

create an action plan for improvement. 

Help your child find age appropriate 
scholarships. 

Enroll your child into summer 
enrichment programs to help them 

narrow their career interest. 

http://www.howtostudy.org/
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8th GRADE CHECKLIST 

Each year review and check off your College and Career Ready Goals 

Academic Ready Budget Ready Career Ready 

Students 

Meet achievement Level III of the 
academic STAAR standards for 8th 
Reading, Math, Science and Social 

Studies. 

Learn more about preparing for college 
at StudentAid.gov/prepare.  

Learn about a wide variety of careers at 
www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/5-
8/career/index.html.  

Take challenging and interesting 

classes to prepare for high school. 

Plan HS courses to maximize financial 

aid.  Cut cost by taking AP or dual-
credit classes. 

Start your high school 4-year Plan.  
Finalize the plan with your counselor. 

Keep a weekly journal of assignments 

signed by your parents. 

Learn the importance of interest rates 

and how it affects your college savings 
at www.handsonbanking.org/en/. 

 

Attend a college and career fair. 

Parents 

Keep an eye on your child’s grades on 
their tests, progress reports, and report 

cards, and help them find tutoring 
assistance as needed. 

Learn more about federal, state and 
institutional aid including grants, loans 

and work-study programs.  

Visit local schools to compare your 
child’s options.  

Review the LISD High School 
Handbook with your child. 

Review your college savings with your 
child. 

Continue to talk to your child about 
their dreams and plans to keep them 

focused on the goal. 
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College Treasure Map 
  

 

Whatever path you choose for continuing your education after high school—whether at a 

university, college, community college, or technical school—you will have new opportunities 

to discover and explore interests, to expand your idea of yourself, to take on new challenges, 

and to experience the pride of achievement.  

 

START HERE 
 

Challenge yourself & get good grades 
 

Explore your skills, interest, 

      and preferred campus characteristics 
 

Research admission  

requirements  

and deadlines 

 

Take entrance exams, for example –                  

TSI…SAT…ACT 

 
 

Apply!   

Be proactive…keep your ship afloat  

and don’t wait ‘til the last minute 
Get involved in  

Extracurricular activities 
 

Research scholarships and put your  

best foot forward 

 
Fill out the  

FAFSA and  

borrow smart 

Stay on track to 

 graduate and enroll in 

college    

X   END POINT  

Congratulations!    
You found college treasure 

$




Do I want to be 

close to home 

or other family 

members? 
What do I want to do 
after college and 

which majors can 

help me get there? 
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Plan for College 
 
COLLEGE INFORMATION 

Adventures in Education: www.aie.org 

Apply Texas: www.applytexas.org 

Big Future: https:bigfuture.collegeboard.org 
Colleges That Change Lives: www.ctcl.org 

CSO College Center: www.CSOCollegeCenter.org 
Hobson’s CollegeView: www.collegeview.com 

KnowHow2Go: www.knowhow2go.org 
Peterson’s: www.petersons.com 

TG: www.tg.org 

The College Board: www.collegeboard.com 
The Common Application: www.commonapp.org 

 
FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

ACT: www.actstudent.org/finaid/  
College Board: bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid   

College for Texans: www.collegeforalltexans.com/ 

CSS/PROFILE: https://profileonline.collegeboard.com 
FastWeb: www.fastweb.com 

FAFSA4caster: www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov 
Federal Student Aid: http://studentaid.ed.gov; 1-800-4-Fed-Aid (1-800-730-8913) 

Finance a College Education: www.AIE.org 
FindTuition: www.findtuition.com 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): www.fafsa.gov 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund: www.hsf.net 

Sallie Mae: www.salliemae.com 

Student Aid Alliance: www.studentaidalliance.org 
Texas Financial Aid Information Center: 1-888-311-8881 

The Smart Student Guide to Financial Aid: www.finaid.org 
U.S. Department of Education: www.ed.gov/fund/landing.jhtml 

 
TESTING 

ACT: www.act.org 

ACT Fee Waiver Instructions: www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/feewaiver.html 
EdReady Test Prep: http://lubbockisd.edready.org 

Free Test Prep from Number2.com: www.number2.com 
Kaplan’s Test Prep: www.kaptest.com 

Khan Academy Test Prep: http://www.khanacademy.org/sat 
PSAT (Preliminary SAT): www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html 

PSAT 8/9: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-suite-assessments/psat-8-9 

SAT: https://sat.collegeboard.org/home 
SAT Fee Waiver Instructions: www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees/feewaivers.html 

The Princeton Review: www.princetonreview.com 
 
ASSOCIATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS AND RESEARCH/POLICY 

First In The Family: www.firstinthefamily.org 

Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities: www.hacu.net/hacu/Default_EN.asp 
MemberPortal/United Negro College Fund (UNCF): www.uncf.org 

National Association for College Admission Counseling: www.nacacnet.org 

National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education: www.nafeo.org 
 
ATHLETICS 

Athletic Aid: www.athleticaid.com 

Campus Champs: www.campuschamps.org 
The Official NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse Web site: http://eligibilitycenter.org 

 
CAREERS 

Achieve Texas: http://achievetexas.org 

The Occupational Outlook Handbook: www.bls.gov/oco 

http://www.aie.org/
http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.tg.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid—College
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/
http://www.kaptest.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/sat
http://www.bls.gov/oco
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College and Career Terminology 
 

ACT (The ACT® test) — The ACT test is required or recommended by most colleges. It measures 

educational development in English, mathematics, reading, and science. It is given at ACT test centers 

nationwide. ACT scores range from 1–36. Taking the optional ACT Plus Writing provides students with two 

additional scores. They receive a Writing Test subscore and a combined English/Writing score.  

 

AP — Advanced Placement or AP course curriculum is developed by the College Board company and 

prepares students for the highest level of rigor. Students in an AP course will take an AP exam in May which 

will determine if the student may possibly receive college credit for the course. Students may take these tests 

for college credit. Since each college and university establishes individual policies regarding AP, the student is 

encouraged to contact the college of choice concerning the scores which will secure credit.  

 

Aid Package — A combination of financial aid that may include scholarships, grants, loans, and work.  

 

Associate Degrees — Associate-level programs are a 2-year program that may provide the necessary training 

to prepare students for entry-level positions in fields like nursing, graphic design, and other vocational areas. 

Associate degree programs are most commonly available from community colleges and technical schools. 

Completing an associate degree program may qualify graduates to enter the workforce or transfer credits to 

continue a student's education at a four-year university.  

 

Bachelor's Degrees — A bachelor's degree program is an undergraduate program that usually takes four years  

to complete. Enrolling in a bachelor's degree program requires that students choose a major area of study, such 

as finance, history, communications, or biology. Graduates from a bachelor's degree program are qualified to 

work in entry- or management-level positions, depending on the field. A bachelor's degree is usually required 

for admittance into a graduate program. 

 

CLEP Test — CLEP stands for College Level Examination Program.  CLEP offers students an opportunity to 

gain recognition for the knowledge they have acquired. Wherever or however students have learned, they can 

take CLEF tests; and if the results are acceptable to the college of their choice, they can receive credit. Each 

institution determines which CLEF tests will be accepted for credit, the scores required, and the amount of 

credit it will award.  The College Board does not award this credit.  

 

CTE Course — Career and Technical Education (CTE) course is a program of study that involves a multiyear 

sequence of courses that integrates core academic knowledge with technical and occupational knowledge to 

provide students with a pathway to postsecondary education and careers. Fields of study range from agriculture 

and art, to health and human services, to engineering and business, etc. The programs are aligned with related 

programs at Texas’ public community and technical colleges. This allows students to easily continue their 

studies in college to earn a degree, diploma, or certification.  

 

Candidate’s Reply Date — A policy that lets students wait until May 1 to choose among offers of 

admission/financial aid. 

 

Class rank — A measure of how a student's performance compares to other students in his or her  c lass .  I t is  

commonly also expressed as a percentile. For instance, a student may have a GPA better than 3.50 of his or her  

classmates in a graduating class of 4.00. 

 

Colleges — Institutions of higher learning that offers courses leading to a degree (such as a bachelor ' s  degree 

degree), especially ones providing a general or liberal arts education rather than technical or professional 

training. Colleges are generally larger than junior or community colleges and technical schools, as well as they 

focus on preparation for a specific career, like bachelor’s degree nursing or education. 

 

College Admissions — The process of applying for entrance to institutions of higher education for 

undergraduate study at one of the nation's schools. 
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College Admissions Officer — Admissions officers are responsible for finding the students who are the bes t 

fit for their college. Their responsibilities typically include visiting high schools, talking to students and 

parents, reviewing applications, interviewing applicants, and deciding who gets accepted in the institution. 

 

College Major — A degree-seeking student's primary field of study.  A major is a structured plan of study 

normally requiring a minimum of 30 semester hours.  The major routinely appears on the college official 

transcript. 

 

 

College Minor — An optional, secondary field of study for a degree-seeking student; no student may declare a 

major and a minor in the same discipline.  A minor is a structured plan of study normally requiring a minimum 

of 15 semester hours and no more than 29 semester hours exclusive of student teaching.  A minor  generally 

requires additional coursework beyond what is already required for a related major.  The minor routinely 

appears on the college official transcript. 

 

College Concentration — A structured plan of study within a major.  The number of semester hours for a 

concentration varies, but is included within the semester hours for the major.  The concentration routinely 

appears on the college official transcript. 

 

Community or Junior Colleges (JuCo) — Two-year postsecondary schools that focus on serving students 

from their own communities. They generally admit all high school graduates.  It generally offers the first two 

years of a liberal arts education, in addition to specialized occupational preparation. An associate degree is 

awarded at the end of a two-year program of studies, following which many students continue their educ ation 

at a four-year institution. 

 

Core Curriculum — Challenging high school courses designed to prepare students for college-level work. 

 

Credit Hour — A unit of academic credit that often represents one hour of class time per week for a period of  

study (semester, quarter, etc.). 

 

College Scholarship Service Profile (CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE® or CSS PROFILE) — An 

application distributed by the College Board in the United States allowing college students to apply for 

financial aid. It is primarily designed to give private member institutions of the College Board a closer look 

into the finances of a student and family. The CSS Profile asks questions about the financial status of the 

student and the student's parents. The information the student gives in the CSS Profile is then sent to colleges 

or universities that the student specifies. 

Along with the FAFSA, the CSS Profile is the most common financial aid application that students in the 

United States fill out. 

 

Cum Laude — Recognition meaning “with praise”.  It is the third recognition awarded at some college 

graduations.  To qualify for cum laude, generally a student must achieve a 3.50 – 3.69 grade point average on a 

4.00 scale. 

 

Deferred Admission — The practice at some colleges of allowing an accepted student to postpone enrollment,  

usually for one year. 

 

Doctoral Degrees — Doctoral degree programs are the most advanced type of degree program available. 

Admittance into a doctoral degree program usually requires a master's degree. Completing the Ph.D. usually 

takes several years, involving the completion of a dissertation and a major research project.  Ph.D. graduates 

are qualified to work as experts in areas of business or research, as well as professors at the university level.  

 

Dual Credit course — A class which may count as a high school credit and may also be counted for college 

credit. Dual Credit courses offered in the high school setting may be taken for credit at a reduced tuition rate 

and may transfer to a Texas college. 

 

Early Action — A college/university admits students of superior ability into college courses and programs 

before they have completed high school. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_Board
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial_aid_(educational_expenses)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FAFSA
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EOC — The End-of-Course or EOC assessments are STAAR tests with mastery a requirement for high school 

graduation. (See STAAR for more details)  

 

Expected Family Contribution (EFC) — An amount a student and their family are expected to contribute 

toward their college education. It is used in determining their eligibility for federal student aid. 

 

Federal Direct Loans — Loans made by the federal government directly to students and parents through 

participating colleges. 

 

Federal Pell Grant — Financial assistance awarded by the federal government on the basis of need and 

designed to provide the “floor” of an aid package for postsecondary education. The grant may be used  tow ard 

tuition, room and board, books, or other educational costs, and requires no repayment. 

 

Federal Perkins Loan Program — Loans funded by the federal government and awarded by the institution.  

The loans feature low interest rates and are repayable over a long period of time.  

 

Federal PLUS (Parent Loans for Undergraduate Students) Program — Low-interest federal loans 

provided to credit-approved parents of eligible students. Repayment begins 60 days after loan funds are given. 

 

Federal Subsidized Stafford Loan Program — Low-interest federal loans made to eligible students through 

banks, lending institutions, and participating Direct Loan schools. The loan is based on need, and the interest is  

paid by the federal government for qualifying students while they are enrolled at least half-time. Repayment 

begins after the student leaves school. 

 

Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loan Program — Low-interest federal loans that are not based on need. 

The student must pay the interest while in school, and repayment begins after the student leaves school.  

 

Federal Work Study — A government-supported financial aid program coordinated through financial aid 

offices whereby an eligible student (based on need) may work part time while attending class, generally in 

career-related jobs. 

 

Financial Aid Package — A combination of aid (possibly including scholarships, grants, loans, and work) 

determined by a college financial aid office. 

 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) — The FAFSA is the application required for students 

to be considered for federal student financial aid. Obtain a FAFSA form or electronic filing information from a 

high school or college for the appropriate year. They are usually available in November. The FAFSA is 

processed free of charge and used by most state agencies and colleges. 

 

Graduate Degrees — Degrees classified as a Master’s degree (earned at a college or university or private 

college) and a Doctorate degree (completed at a college or university).  

 

Grants — Awards based on financial need that do not have to be repaid. Grants are available through the 

federal government, state agencies, and educational institutions. 

 

High School Honor Graduate — A student who has maintained an overall grade point average of 3.5 to 3.9 

for all high school level courses. 

 

High School High Honor Graduate — A student who has maintained an overall grade point average of 4.0 

or better for all high school level courses. 

 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) — These schools find their origins in the time when 

African-American students were systematically denied access to most other colleges and universities. Students  

at HBCU’s have a unique opportunity to experience an educational community in which they are a part of the 

majority.  
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Honors Course/Pre-AP — Any course offering opportunities for students to enrich their educational 

experience through independent, advanced, or accelerated study. 

 

Liberal Arts Colleges — Schools that focus on the education of undergraduate students. Classes are generally 

taught by professors who see teaching as their primary responsibility. Students who attend liberal arts colleges  

are exposed to a broad sampling of classes. In addition, they select at least one area of in-depth study that is 

their college “major.” Many employers look for graduates of liberal arts programs, because they are “well-

rounded.” 

 

Magna Cum Laude — A recognition meaning “with great praise”.  It is the second highest recognition 

awarded at some college graduations.  To qualify for magna cum laude, generally a student must achieve a 

3.70 – 3.89 grade point average on a 4.00 scale.  

 

Master's Degrees — Master's degree programs are graduate programs that let students specialize in an area of  

study and typically take 1-2 years to complete. Along with an undergraduate degree, enrolling in a master's 

degree program usually requires a minimum GPA and an acceptance score on a graduate entrance exam, such 

as the Graduate Record Examination (GRE). Many master's degree programs require a thesis or project for 

graduation. Earning a master's degree may qualify graduates to work in advanced or executive-level positions. 

A master's degree is also required for entrance into some doctoral programs.  

 

Mentor — A person with knowledge or experience who guides or advises another. 

 

MyRoad — College Board’s free online college and career planning tool that helps students explore 

opportunities for the future. (Currently available for 2015-2016 school year) 

 

Postsecondary — This term refers to education programs after high school. 

 

PSAT — Preliminary SAT assessment for 10th – 11th grade students.  It identifies probable success in AP, 

National Merit scholars among 11th grade students, and areas of opportunity for improved college and career 

readiness. 

 

PSAT 8/9 (redesigned ReadiStep) — An assessment for eighth and ninth grades, providing early feedbac k to 

help students identify the skills they need to be college and career ready. 

 

Proprietary Institutions — These schools are considered for-profit companies that operate under the 

demands of investors and stockholders. They attract adult learners and part-time students in search of 

narrowly-focused professional training opportunities. These programs usually offer a non-traditional format; 

many for-profits also have classes solely available online. 

 

SAT — A college admission assessment for 11th – 12th grades providing insight into the ultimate measure of 

a student’s level of college and career readiness and success upon graduation from high school.  

 

Scholarships — Awards to students based on merit or merit plus need. Scholarships do not have to be repaid. 

 

STAAR — The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, or STAAR, is the state testing program 

that was implemented in the 2011—2012 school year. STAAR is an assessment program designed to measure 

the extent to which students have learned and are able to apply the knowledge and skills defined in the state-

mandated curriculum standards, the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Every STAAR question is 

directly aligned to the TEKS currently implemented for the grade/subject or course being assessed. The 

STAAR program includes STAAR, STAAR Spanish, STAAR L (a linguistically accommodated version), and 

STAAR A (an accommodated version).  The STAAR program includes annual assessments for Reading and 

mathematics, grades 3–8; Writing at grades 4 and 7; Science at grades 5 and 8; Social studies at grade 8; and 

End-of-course (EOC) assessments for English I, English II, Algebra I, Biology and U.S history in high school.  

 

Salutatorian — An academic title given to the second-highest high school graduate of the entire graduating 

class of a specific discipline. This honor is traditionally based on grade point average (GPA) and number of 

credits taken. 
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Selective admissions — The policy of admitting only well-qualified applicants. 

 

Student Aid Report (SAR) — The information students will receive approximately two to four weeks after 

their FAFSA has been processed. It will report the information from their application and, if there are no 

questions or problems with their application, their SAR will report their Expected Family Contribution (EFC). 

 

Summa Cum Laude — Recognition meaning “with the highest praise”.  It is the highest recognition awarded 

at some college graduations.  To graduate summa cum laude, generally a student must achieve a 3.90 or higher 

grade point average on a 4.00 scale. 

 

TSI Assessment — The Texas Success Initiative Assessment is a program designed to help an institution 

determine if students are ready for college-level course work in the general areas of reading, writing and 

mathematics. This program also will help determine what type of course or intervention will best meet 

student’s needs to help them become better prepared for college-level course work if they are not ready.  

All incoming college students in Texas are required to take the TSI Assessment — unless they are already 

exempted — to determine their readiness for college-level work. Student’s test performance will determine if 

they may either be enrolled in a college-level course that matches their skill level or be placed in the 

appropriate developmental course or intervention to improve their skills and prepare them for success in 

college. 

 

Technical Institutes and Professional Schools — These schools enroll students who have made clear 

decisions about what they want to study and emphasize preparation for specific careers; for example in music 

or fine arts, engineering or technical sciences. Students may want to be quite sure of their future direction 

before selecting one of these options. 

 

Transcript — The official record of high school or college courses and grades, generally required as part of 

the college application. A student’s high school transcript, which shows their high school grades, classes and 

GPA, will most likely be the first piece of information a college admissions officer will review. This complete 

record of student’s coursework, class rank, grades and credits provides concrete evidence of whether a student 

is prepared to attend a particular college or not. 

 

Tribal Colleges — Schools are similar to HBCU’s in focusing on the needs and education of American-Indian 

students. 

 

Undergraduate degrees — Degrees classified as a two-year associate degree (earned at a community c ollege 

or two-year private college) and a bachelor’s degree (completed at a four-year institution). 

 

Universities — Institutions of learning of the highest level, having a college of liberal arts and a program of 

graduate studies together with several professional schools, such as theology, law, medicine, or engineering, 

and authorized to confer both undergraduate and graduate degrees. Though universities offer a greater range of  

academic choices than do liberal arts colleges, they also often come with classes that are quite large. 

 

Valedictorian — An academic title given to the highest high school graduate of the entire graduating class of 

a specific discipline. This honor is traditionally based on grade point average (GPA) and number of credits 

taken. 

 

Women’s Colleges — Schools that have a larger number of female faculty and administrators.  It offers 

college women confidence-building role models, greater opportunities to serve in a full range of student 

leadership positions, and a heightened awareness of career possibilities for women. Women’s colleges 

graduate a high number of science majors, as well as students who continue on to graduate school and/or 

professional studies. 

 

Work study — A student job program based on need. Students are employed on campus in exchange for  

financial aid funds. 
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Texas College Options 

 
Learn more about college options at http://youcango.collegeboard.org/see-your-opportunities-grow 

 

 
University Name University City University County University Type Region 

Abilene Christian University Abilene Taylor Private 2 

Alvin Community College Alvin Brazoria Community College 6 

Amarillo College Amarillo Randall Community College 1 

Amberton University Garland Dallas Private 3 

Angelina College Lufkin Angelina Community College 5 

Angelo State University San Angelo Tom Green Public 9 

AOMA Graduate School of Integrative Medicine Austin Williamson Private 7 

Arlington Baptist College Arlington Tarrant Private 3 

Art Institute of Dallas, The Dallas Denton Community College 3 

http://youcango.collegeboard.org/see-your-opportunities-grow
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University Name University City University County University Type Region 

Austin College Sherman Grayson Private 3 

Austin Community College District Austin Williamson Community College 7 

Austin Graduate School of Theology Austin Williamson Private 7 

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary Austin Williamson Private 7 

Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary Jacksonville Cherokee Private 4 

Baptist University of the Americas San Antonio Bexar Private 8 

Baylor College of Medicine Houston Montgomery Private 6 

Baylor University Waco McLennan Private 7 

Bill J. Priest Institute for Economic Development Dallas Denton Community College 3 

Blinn College Brenham Washington Community College 7 

Brazosport College Lake Jackson Brazoria Community College 6 

Brookhaven College Dallas Denton Community College 3 

Cedar Valley College Lancaster Dallas Community College 3 

Central Texas College Killeen Bell Community College 7 

Cisco College Cisco Eastland Community College 2 

Clarendon College Clarendon Donley Community College 1 

Coastal Bend College Beeville Bee Community College 11 

College of Saint Thomas More Fort Worth Tarrant Private 3 

College of the Mainland Texas City Galveston Community College 6 

Collin College McKinney Collin Community College 3 

Concordia University at Austin Austin Williamson Private 7 

Criswell College Dallas Denton Private 3 

Dallas Baptist University Dallas Denton Private 3 

Dallas Christian College Dallas Denton Private 3 

Dallas Theological Seminary Dallas Denton Private 3 

Del Mar College Corpus Christi Nueces Community College 11 

East Texas Baptist University Marshall Harrison Private 4 

Eastfield College Mesquite Dallas Community College 3 

El Centro College Dallas Denton Community College 3 

El Paso Community College El Paso El Paso Community College 10 

Frank Phillips College Borger Hutchinson Community College 1 

Galveston College Galveston Galveston Community College 6 

Grayson County College Denison Grayson Community College 3 

Hallmark College San Antonio Bexar Community College 8 

Hardin-Simmons University Abilene Taylor Private 2 

Hill College Hillsboro Hill Community College 7 

Houston Baptist University Houston Montgomery Private 6 

Houston Community College System Houston Montgomery Community College 6 

Houston Graduate School of Theology Houston Montgomery Private 6 

Howard College Big Spring Howard Community College 9 

Howard Payne University Brownwood Brown Private 2 

Huston-Tillotson University Austin Williamson Private 7 

Jacksonville College Jacksonville Cherokee Community College 4 
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University Name University City University County University Type Region 

Jarvis Christian College Hawkins Wood Private 4 

KD College Dallas Denton Private 3 

Kilgore College Kilgore Rusk Community College 4 

Lamar Institute of Technology Beaumont Jefferson Community College 5 

Lamar State College - Orange Orange Orange Community College 5 

Lamar State College - Port Arthur Port Arthur Jefferson Community College 5 

Lamar University Beaumont Jefferson Public 5 

Laredo Community College Laredo Webb Community College 11 

Lee College Baytown Harris Community College 6 

LeTourneau University Longview Harrison Private 4 

Lon Morris College Jacksonville Cherokee Community College 4 

Lone Star College CyFair Cypress Harris Community College 6 

Lone Star College Kingwood Kingwood Harris Community College 6 

Lone Star College Montgomery Conroe Montgomery Community College 6 

Lone Star College North Harris Houston Montgomery Community College 6 

Lone Star College Tomball  Tomball Harris Community College 6 

Lubbock Christian University Lubbock Lubbock Private 1 

McLennan Community College Waco McLennan Community College 7 

McMurry University Abilene Taylor Private 2 

Midland College Midland Midland Community College 9 

Midwestern State University Wichita Falls Wichita Public 2 

Mountain View College Dallas Denton Community College 3 

Navarro College Corsicana Navarro Community College 3 

North Central Texas College Gainesville Cooke Community College 3 

North Lake College Irving Dallas Community College 3 

Northeast Texas Community College Mount Pleasant Titus Community College 4 

Northwest Vista College San Antonio Bexar Community College 8 

Northwood University Cedar Hill Dallas Private 3 

Oblate School of Theology San Antonio Bexar Private 8 

Odessa College Odessa Midland Community College 9 

Our Lady of the Lake University San Antonio Bexar Private 8 

Palo Alto College San Antonio Bexar Community College 8 

Panola College Carthage Panola Community College 4 

Paris Junior College Paris Lamar Community College 4 

Parker University Dallas Denton Private 3 

Paul Quinn College Dallas Denton Private 3 

PCI Health Training Center Dallas Denton Private 3 

Prairie View A&M University Prairie View Waller Public 6 

Ranger College Ranger Eastland Community College 2 

Rice University Houston Montgomery Private 6 

Richland College Dallas Denton Community College 3 

Saint Edward's University Austin Williamson Private 7 

Saint Mary's University San Antonio Bexar Private 8 
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University Name University City University County University Type Region 

Sam Houston State University Huntsville Walker Public 6 

San Antonio College San Antonio Bexar Community College 8 

San Jacinto College District Pasadena Harris Community College 6 

Schreiner University Kerrville Kerr Private 8 

Seminary of the Southwest Austin Williamson Private 7 

South Plains College Levelland Hockley Community College 1 

South Texas College McAllen Hidalgo Community College 11 

South Texas College of Law Houston Montgomery Private 6 

Southern Methodist University Dallas Denton Private 3 

Southwest Texas Junior College Uvalde Uvalde Community College 8 

Southwestern Adventist University Keene Johnson Private 3 

Southwestern Assemblies of God University Waxahachie Ellis Private 3 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary Fort Worth Tarrant Private 3 

Southwestern Christian College Terrell Kaufman Private 3 

Southwestern University Georgetown Williamson Private 7 

St. Philip's College San Antonio Bexar Community College 8 

Stephen F. Austin State University Nacogdoches Nacogdoches Public 5 

Sul Ross State University Alpine Brewster Public 10 

Tarleton State University Stephenville Erath Public 3 

Tarrant County College Fort Worth Tarrant Community College 3 

Temple College Temple Bell Community College 7 

Texarkana College Texarkana Bowie Community College 4 

Texas A&M Health Science Center Bryan Brazos Public 7 

Texas A&M International University Laredo Webb Public 11 

Texas A&M University College Station Brazos Public 7 

Texas A&M University-Commerce Commerce Hunt Public 3 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Corpus Christi Nueces Public 11 

Texas A&M University-Galveston Galveston Galveston Public 6 

Texas A&M University-Kingsville Kingsville Kleberg Public 11 

Texas A&M University-Texarkan a Texarkana Bowie Public 4 

Texas Chiropractic College Pasadena Harris Private 6 

Texas Christian University Fort Worth Tarrant Private 3 

Texas College Tyler Smith Private 4 

Texas College of Traditional Chinese Medicine Austin Williamson Private 7 

Texas Lutheran University Seguin Guadalupe Private 8 

Texas Southern University Houston Montgomery Public 6 

Texas State Technical College - Harlingen Harlingen Cameron Community College 11 

Texas State Technical College - Marshall Marshall Harrison Community College 4 

Texas State Technical College - Waco Waco McLennan Community College 7 

Texas State Technical College - West Texas Sweetwater Nolan Community College 2 

Texas State University - San Marcos San Marcos Hays Public 7 

Texas Tech University Lubbock Lubbock Public 1 

Texas Tech University HSC - El Paso El Paso El Paso Public 10 



 34 

University Name University City University County University Type Region 

Texas Tech University HSC - Lubbock Lubbock Lubbock Public 1 

Texas Tech University HSC at Amarillo Amarillo Randall Public 1 

Texas Tech University HSC at Odessa Odessa Midland Public 9 

Texas Wesleyan University Fort Worth Tarrant Private 3 

Texas Woman's University Denton Denton Public 3 

Trinity University San Antonio Bexar Private 8 

Trinity Valley Community College Athens Henderson Community College 4 

Tyler Junior College Tyler Smith Community College 4 

University of Dallas Dallas Denton Private 3 

University of Houston Houston Montgomery Public 6 

University of Houston - Clear Lake Houston Montgomery Public 6 

University of Houston - Downtown Houston Montgomery Public 6 

University of Houston - Victoria Victoria Victoria Public 8 

University of Mary Hardin - Baylor Belton Bell Private 7 

University of North Texas Denton Denton Public 3 

University of St. Thomas Houston Montgomery Private 6 

University of Texas - Pan American Edinburg Hidalgo Public 11 

University of Texas at Arlington Arlington Tarrant Public 3 

University of Texas at Austin Austin Williamson Public 7 

University of Texas at Brownsville, The Brownsville Cameron Public 11 

University of Texas at Dallas, The Dallas Denton Public 3 

University of Texas at El Paso El Paso El Paso Public 10 

University of Texas at San Antonio San Antonio Bexar Public 8 

University of Texas at Tyler Tyler Smith Public 4 

University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston Houston Montgomery Public 6 

University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio San Antonio Bexar Public 8 

University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center Houston Montgomery Public 6 

University of Texas Medical Branch Galveston Galveston Public 6 

University of Texas of the Permian Basin Odessa Midland Public 9 

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center Dallas Denton Public 3 

University of the Incarnate Word San Antonio Bexar Private 8 

Vernon College Vernon Wilbarger Community College 2 

Vet Tech Institute of Houston Houston Montgomery Community College 6 

Victoria College, The Victoria Victoria Community College 8 

Virginia College - Austin Austin Williamson Community College 7 

Wade College Dallas Denton Private 3 

Wayland Baptist University Plainview Hale Private 1 

Weatherford College Weatherford Parker Community College 3 

West Texas A&M University Canyon Randall Public 1 

Western Texas College Snyder Scurry Community College 2 

Wharton County Junior College Wharton Wharton Community College 6 

Wiley College Marshall Harrison Private 4 



 35 

 
 
References:  

Achieve Texas     

ACT: Impact Your Future 

ACT – Family Firsts 
Arizona Department of Education 

College is in my future – 7th & 8th grade Teacher’s Manual 

College Board – College Ed 

Every Chance, Every Texan 

Indiana Department of Education 
Scholastic Learning Express 

Texas College Savings Plan® 

Texas Department of Labor 

U.S. Department of Education 

 
 

 

 

 

Resources:  

www.achievetexas.org 

careerkids.com/resumeSSL.php 

www.careertech.org/career-technical-education/glance.html  

www.collegesavings.org. 
www.finaid.org/scholarships/age13.phtml  

www.handsonbanking.org/en/ 

www.homeworkspot.com 

www.kids.gov  

www/nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/5-8/career/index.html  
www.nces.ed.gov/nceskids  

StudentAid.gov /resources#saving-early 

www.texascollegesavings.com  

https://www.txcte.org/ 

www.yourgocenter.com/finaid.html 
www/nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/5-8/career/index.html 

StudentAid.gov/resources#saving-early 

www.howtostudy.org/ 

Special Acknowledgement: 

LISD English-Language Arts-Reading Department LISD Math Department  LISD Science Department 

LISD Career and Technology Department   LISD Social Studies Department     

Texas Tech University Office of Community Outreach 

 

 
Brought to you by: 

                    

Grades 6th – 8th Professional Educators Corner 
 
HOW TO USE THE MAGAZINE 

Lubbock ISD College and Career Ready Generation  magazine is available for every student and campus.  Go 

to Lubbock ISD Counseling and College/Career Readiness department resources folder and print off the pages 

you need, or share the link to parents and other educators in the district.  This magazine is organized into three 

sections: college and career ready informational articles (Academic Ready, Budget Ready, and College and 

Career Ready), activities, and checklist. 

 

A-B-Cs ARTICLES 

The magazine is filled with helpful articles for students and parents.  You can help inform parents about 

college and career opportunities by communicating the importance for every student of every age to become 

academic, budget, and college and career ready. 

  

ACTIVITIES 

Each section features student and parent focused activities to foster college and career readiness.  Copies of 

the activities can be obtained from the LISD website (www.lubbockisd.org) via the Counseling and 

College/Career Readiness Department.  These activities can be incorporated in your lesson plans. 

 

CHECKLISTS 

Professional educators, are your students on track for college/career success?  On pages 19-21 of the 

magazine, share with your students and families during GOALS night and/or oth er events when you are 

reviewing grade level goals for the school year.   

 

For more information on how to use this magazine, please contact Dr. Stacy Caviel-Watson at 806-219-0350, 

or email swatson@lubbockisd.org. 

http://www.achievetexas.org/
http://www.careertech.org/career-technical-education/glance.html
http://www.homeworkspot.com/
http://www.texascollegesavings.com/
http://www.yourgocenter.com/finaid.html
http://www.lubbockisd.org/

